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WELCOME to the first issue of CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS published by the 
Bellingham Historical Commission. We hope you will find it informative 
as well as entertaining. Bellingham has a great deal of history that in- 
volves not only the Town but the Nation as well. Much of this history 
is unknown to even the inhabitants of Bellingham, and we will strive to 
correct this situation through the pages of our publication. Lee tS aloe 
Sincere hope of the Historical Commission that the Townspeople will sup- 
port us in our endeavors. 


OVER THE HILL TO THE POORHOUSE 


We have often heard the term, ''Over the hill to the poorhouse,'' but how 
many of us are familiar with the Poor Farm that was located on Farm 
Street in Bellingham. The farm was purchased from Seth Holbrook in 1831 
for $3500. It included 155 acres of land, cattle and equipment. 


in report of Over- 
Seeroio. the Poor 
in the 1896 Town 
Report, we find 
that the Poor Farm 
had seven inmates 
and attention is 
also called to the 
"very poor and 
shaky condition" 
of the old cow 
barn. As a result 
feeenis report, a 
new cow barn was 
built the very 
mext year at a 
cost of $791.67. This new cow barn can be seen in the picture as it 
looked in 1901 with some cows standing in front of it. In the pic- 
femeemreading from right to left, 1s Mrs. E. B. Whiting, Harriet (in 
front of mother, top of head barely visible), Zella, Mr. E. B.Whiting, 
(Superintendent at the farm from 1901 to 1908) and Warren, who passed 
away in 1972, is standing in the wagon. Others in the picture are 
unknown. 


In the other picture, the house is shown with the new cow barn in the 

background. In the front of the house standing left to right are Mrs. 
Whiting and her children, Harriet, Zella and Warren. The tall chimney 
on the ell in back of the house had to be rebuilt after it was struck 

by lightning on August 4, 1906. 


It 1s interestime 
to note that the 
report of the 
Overseers of the 
Poor listed 521 
tramps or hobos 
that were lodged 
and fed at the 
Police Station in 
1900. 


The names of all 
who were quartered 
at the poor farm 
were always pub- 
lished in the Town 
Report as it was 
felt in those days that the taxpayers had a right to know who they were 
helping to support. The inmates themselves helped by working the farm 
and produced milk, garden crops, cord wood and lumber. No one was al- 
lowed to sit around idle unless they were sick or too feeble to work. 


The Poor Farm was finally closed on December 15, 1926, and was sold 
after a great deal of difficulty for $6000 in 1931. The house is still 
there and is now owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ben Stratman. 


Our thanks go to Mr. Francis D. Donovan, noted Historian of Medway, Mass. 
for the pictures of the Poor Farm. 


— BITS 'N PIECES — 


In 1895, there were in Bellingham, 290 horses, 520 cows, 26 hogs, 318 
houses, 1,434 chickens and 10,946 acres of land. Tax rate was $12.75 
per $1000 set at one-third valuation. Total valuation was $549,490. 
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Getty 
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ELECTRONIC TUNE-UPS - FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
ROAD SERVIDE - INSPECTION STATION 140 


PHONE 883-9517 


1052 So. MAIN ST. BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


Have it done by experts! 


LAMPS - PRIMITIVES - GLASS - FURNITURE 


At the Town Meeting 


, f Nov. 5, 1895 
Foods ptutigueds i : ' 
voters were record- 
AFTERNOONS, OR BY APPOINTMENT ed as being 81 to 


35 against women's 


suffrage. 
CHESTER HOOD, Prop. Route 126 


Tel. 883-7067 Bellingham. Mass. 


Aluminum, wood, 
glass, screen 


81 NORTH MAIN 
BELLINGHAM, MASS. 
“The Crimpville General Store” 


